�� The Mail Consolidators Association  response to the Postcomm consultation document 


“Analysis of the UK outbound international mail market”�





Our members may have submitted their individual responses reflecting their company views directly to you,  but in addition have asked that as their trade association we contact you to highlight certain concerns they have regarding your document. These points were raised during a recent MCA members meeting.


 


Their main concerns are regarding the methodology, the theoretical modelling and the consequent assumptions which they believe contain a number of inaccuracies.


 


There is also concern over the incomplete nature of the current data relating to the size and share of the international outbound market.


 


Members are further concerned that the number of consolidators interviewed represents less than one third of those operating and that this number is insufficient to obtain adequate information, particularly given the variety and scale of activities in this area.


 


Members agree that in an review rapid changes in the postal market need to be taken into account. However, new developments are currently operating in addition to , not replacing , traditional services and have in some cases blurred the lines between formats, pipeline routes and handling requirements.


Within this context items such as M bags and CEP traffic can easily fall into several different categories. Any comparison using Royal Mail Airsure pricing is unrealistic.


Members believe there is a general lack of understanding of these variables and their overall impact.


 


Given the unique nature of the postal industry any comparison with telecommunications or utilities is flawed and we would argue against any such approach.


 


Please contact us if you would like to discuss in detail any of our comments or would like additional views on any specific point within your document.


 


 


MCA Secretariat.








Disclaimer;  Whilst this represents an overall view it is not specific to any member, does not bind any member and does not prevent any member holding its own view or drawing its own conclusions.





The Mail Consolidators Association  is a membership organization representing Postal Operators, Wholesale Operators and Private Operators in the mailing industry.


It acts as a forum for members to share information and develop joint initiatives in areas of common interest.


  


The MCA aims to promote best practice, to the mutual benefit of members and their customers and through this to encourage growth and to raise standards within the industry. 


Its members are companies specialising in the production and delivery of international and domestic mail.
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